1. School Subject Plan for Physics (2010-11)
Boyle: An’, as it blowed an’ blowed, I ofen looked up at the sky an’ assed meself the question — what is the stars, what is the stars?
Joxer: Ah, that’s the question, that’s the question — what is the stars?
Boyle: An’ then, I’d have another look, an’ I’d ass meself — what is the moon?
Joxer: Ah, that’s the question — what is the moon, what is the moon?

“Juno and the Paycock”, Seán O’Casey (1924)
We are deprived by our stupid schooling system of most of the wonders of the world, of the skills and knowledge required to navigate it, above all of the ability to understand each other. Our narrow, antiquated education is forcing us apart like the characters in a Francis Bacon painting, each locked in our boxes, unable to communicate.

George Monbiot, writing for the Guardian newspaper in 2010
Conservatives say teaching sex education in the public schools will promote promiscuity. With our education system? If we promote promiscuity the same way we promote math or science, they’ve got nothing to worry about.
Beverly Mickens

Research suggests that almost 10% of second level schools have been forced to drop Physics as a subject offered to students.

The Irish Times, April 02, 2010

Hardly a week goes by without a headline in the national newspapers bemoaning the lack of students taking Physics at leaving cert level in Ireland.

This message is taken very seriously by management in the school and all attempts to improve its profile have been supported over the years. As a result the numbers taking the subject at senior cycle are three to four times the national average and while it can never be taken for granted that this will remain the case, we are determined to do all we can to ensure that the subject continues to enjoy its current level of popularity among the students.

Physics Teachers:

Name: XXXXXXXXX
Qualifications: XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Name: Noel Cunningham 
Qualifications: Msc Science Communication, hDip Environmental Engineering, hDip Education, 
BSc Applied Physics 
Class structure:

The 5th and 6th year Physics cohorts are in mixed ability groups.  
All students are encouraged to attempt the higher level papers in the LC exam.  
All lessons are in the Physics labs (A7 and A8).

Time allocation:


5 periods weekly 
Form 5: 1 single, 2 doubles

Form 6: 3 singles, 1 double
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